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	Unit 3/Week 1
	lesson The Stranger

	Grade 4
	subject:    ( ELA    ( SS    ( SCI    ( Math    


Preparation

	content objectives: 
·  Students will be able to read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it, using specific evidence when writing and speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

*Teachers can write or adjust content objectives to meet the needs of their students.
	language objectives: 
· Through discussion and writing students will demonstrate an understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meaning.

*Teachers should review the text dependent questions in order to specifically identify which language features being addressed. Those language features should be inserted into the objective. 

· Students will engage in a range of collaborative discussions and build on others’ talk in conversation by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.

*Collaborative discussion includes one-on-one partnerships with students and/or adults, small groups, and the whole class. 

*Teachers should identify and incorporate those language features necessary for students to effectively communicate their ideas to one another.

	accommodations (IEP/504): Use appropriate accommodations as designated by students’ IEPs and in response to students’ needs. 
	materials

· Teacher’s Edition 
· Student Anthology

	ela/literacy standards: RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3, RL.4.4, RL 4.10, W.4.2, W.4.4, SL.4.1, SL.4.2, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.4, L.4.5
	content area standards: N/A

	instructions: First Reading: During the first reading students will read to understand the purpose of the text. On level students will read the text independently. Below level readers will read the text with the teacher, a partner or using the listening center. Rereading (2 lessons): During the next readings, done over two days, students will carefully examine the author’s choice of vocabulary, syntax, and literary elements. Students will cite evidence from the text to gain deeper meaning. During these lessons students may be asked to record their ideas in writing. Culminating Writing Task: Students are challenged to organize their thinking and cite evidence to explain the big ideas of the text.  


Building Academic Vocabulary

	embedded instruction (Tier 3 & Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that require some attention in order for students to comprehend the text. Define these words quickly in context, using a student friendly definition.
	extended instruction (Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that build academic language and are essential to comprehending the text. These words may be defined quickly in context, but will be revisited for students to integrate into their vocabulary.  

	terror (pg 274) – great fear

hermit (pg 275) – a person who lives away from other people

mercury (pg 276) – a metallic element that is liquid at ordinary temperatures

draft (pg 277) – current of air in an enclosed space

stroked (pg 278) – to rub something gently in one direction

occasionally (pg 279) – not happening often

timid (pg 280) – quiet or shy

drab (pg 282) – lacking color or excitement

trembling (pg 283) – shaking

etched (pg 285) – produce a pattern or design by breaking the surface of something
	fascinated (pg 277) – interested

hypnotized (pg 279) – to be so interesting that people can’t pay attention to or think of anything else

peculiar (pg 281) – strange

puzzling (pg 282) – confusing




Teacher overview

	big ideas and key understandings: After a series of strange and peculiar events, the stranger remembers who he is and his role in nature. 


	synopsis: As summer is turning to fall, Farmer Bailey hits a stranger who has no memory of who he is or where he is from.  He recuperates in the Bailey Family’s home where he enjoys their company and becomes less timid.  After a series of odd events the Stranger realizes that he is impacting nature and must move on.  With the stranger’s departure fall has come to the Bailey Farm.


Lesson

	introduction/opening: “Today we will read The Stranger. All good readers pay close attention to the text. As we read today I want you to be thinking about the text and its meaning.” 
	Teacher Notes:



	text dependent questions

· Begin with a “winnable” question that will help orient students to the text.

· The sequence of questions should build a gradual understanding of the key meanings. 

· Questions should focus on a word/phrase, sentence or paragraph. 
	responses

· Answers that reference the text. 
· Multiple responses may be provided using different pieces of evidence
· Inferences must be grounded logically in the text
	

	Page 274

Based on the illustration and text on page 274, what time of year is it?


	It is when summer turned to fall.  End of summer, beginning of fall. The cool breeze indicates that is beginning to get cooler and transitioning from summer to fall. The illustration shows the sun shining and the leaves speckled with red and yellow leaves.
	

	Page 275

Peculiar is used to describe something strange or unusual.  What is peculiar about the stranger?


	He looked up with terror when he was hit by the truck and after jumping up tried to run but lost his balance and fell down. Rough leather clothing and couldn’t understand the questions.  He doesn’t talk. Thought to be some kind of hermit.
	

	Page 276

What happened during the doctor’s visit?


	The doctor examined the stranger and took his temperature. The doctor found a bump on the back of his head and determined that the stranger lost his memory and would regain it in a few days. The doctor’s thermometer broke after taking the stranger’s temperature which is odd.
	

	Page 277

What additional information does the author share that indicates the oddity of the stranger?
	The stranger was confused about buttonholes and buttons. He was fascinated by the steam that rose from the soup. He mimicked Katy’s behavior. 
	

	Page 278

What does Katy notice while watching out her bedroom window?


	Katy notices something strange. She watches the rabbits take a hop toward the stranger instead of running into the woods. She watches him connect to the animals.  She watches him pick up a rabbit and stroke its ears. She witnesses the animals hop away, then stop and look back expecting the stranger to follow
	

	Page 279

What additional information does the author share that indicates the oddity of the stranger?
	The stranger quickly learns how to use a pitchfork.  He doesn’t sweat or get tired. He is hypnotized by the geese flying south.  
	

	Page 280

How does the illustration support the text, “he had become one of the family. Day by day he had grown less timid”?
	The illustration shows the stranger smiling and dancing with the family. The stranger is dressed like the family and mimicking their behavior. 
	

	Page 281

What made Farmer Bailey notice the weather was peculiar? 
	It still felt like summer. The warm weather made the pumpkins grow larger. The leaves on the tree were still green.


	

	Page 282

What word or phrase does the author use to indicate that the stranger is concerned?  

Once students identify the phrase puzzling sight then ask… What is the puzzling sight?
	“Puzzling sight”

The trees to the distance were bright red and orange but the trees in the south around the bailey’s farm were green. That the season was changing in one area but not the other.
	

	Page 283

What words or phrases does the author use to indicate a mood change in the stranger?

Why does his mood change?
	Feelings grew stronger, something was terribly wrong, the more upset he became, he could think of nothing else, trembling hand, all his might

He realizes that the season is not changing and he is responsible.  He is regaining his memory.  
	

	Page 284

What immediate changes occur when the stranger leaves the Bailey’s farm?
	The air turns cold and the leaves on the trees were no longer green.
	

	Page 285

What lasting effect does the Stranger’s visit have on the Bailey farm?
	The trees that surround it stay green for a week after the trees to the north have turned. Every year, there is an immediate change from Summer to Fall overnight. The message “See you next fall” appears on the farmhouse windows.
	

	guided practice (Gradual release leading to students independently completing task): Text dependent task includes text dependent questions leading to a culminating question that allows students to demonstrate understanding of the big ideas and key understanding by citing evidence from multiple places in the text. 

text based questions (Taken from close reading):

1. Peculiar is used to describe something strange or unusual.  What is peculiar about the stranger?

2. How does the illustration on page 280 support the text, “he had become one of the family. Day by day he had grown less timid”?

3. What lasting effect does the Stranger’s visit have on the Bailey farm?

culminating question:

What strange and peculiar events occur once the stranger arrives and leaves the Bailey’s Farm? 

Sample responses: He breaks or freezes the thermometer. Rabbits jump toward the stranger and expect him to follow. The stranger never tires or sweats. Weather was peculiar. Pumpkins grew large and trees were green. Trees in the distance were red and orange but the trees near the Bailey’s were green. The green leaf turned red when the stranger blew on it. Once the stranger left fall came. Every autumn since the stranger came to visit there is an extra week of summer.
	

	closing: Highlight key skills and strategies students used while making meaning of the text. For example: I like the way Bryce cited evidence from the text. I noticed Joe was inferring meaning when he recognized that Jessie was feeling guilty. 
	

	assessment: observation checklist, written response
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