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                                      C&I Lesson Plan Template


	Unit 3/Week 5
	lesson A Weed Is a Flower

	Grade 2
	subject:    ( ELA    ( SS    ( SCI    ( Math    


Preparation

	content objectives: 
· Students will be able to read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it, using specific evidence when writing and speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

*Teacher’s can write or adjust content objectives’ to meet the needs of their students.
	language objectives: 
· Through discussion and sometimes in writing students will demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meaning.

*Teachers should review the text dependent questions in order to specifically identify which language features being addressed. Those language features should be inserted into the objective. 

· Students will participate in a range of collaborative discussions and build on others’ talk in conversation by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.

*Collaborative discussion includes one-on-one partnerships with students and/or adults, small groups, and the whole class. 

*Teachers should identify and incorporate those language features necessary for students to effectively communicate their ideas to one another.

	accommodations (IEP/504): Use appropriate accommodations as designated by students’ IEPs and in response to students’ needs. 
	materials

· Teacher’s Edition 
· Student Anthology
· Student Response Worksheets (2)

	ela/literacy standards: RL.2.1, RL.2.2, RL.2.3, RL.2.4, RL.2.6, RL.2.8, RL.2.10
	content area standards: SS.2.10

	instructions: First Reading: During the first reading students will read to understand the purpose of the text. On level students will read the text independently. Below level readers will read the text with the teacher, a partner or using the listening center. Rereading (2 lessons): During the next readings, done over two days, students will carefully examine the author’s choice of vocabulary, syntax, and literary elements. Students will cite evidence from the text to gain deeper meaning. During these lessons students may be asked to record their ideas in writing. Culminating Writing Task: Students are challenged to organize their thinking and cite evidence to explain the big ideas of the text.


Building Academic Vocabulary

	embedded instruction (Tier 3 & Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that require some attention in order for students to comprehend the text. Define these words quickly in context, using a student friendly definition.
	extended instruction (Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that build academic language and are essential to comprehending the text. These words may be defined quickly in context, but will be revisited for students to integrate into their vocabulary.  

	livelihood (pg 442) – job, occupation, or employment

laboratory (pg 446) – a building or room equipped for conducting scientific research 


	unusual (pg 433) – out of the ordinary; uncommon; extraordinary 

yearn (pg 436) – to have an intense or strong desire; longing 

discourage (pg 438) – to inhibit; prevent; talk out of 

talent (pg 438) – above average ability; skill; expertise

bulge (pg 449) – a swelling or an outward curve 


Teacher overview

	big ideas and key understandings: The big idea in the biography A Weed Is A Flower is that with hard work and steadfast determination, you can accomplish great things. 


	synopsis: George Washington Carver was born a slave in 1860. When he was a baby, he and his mother, Mary, were kidnapped. He was returned to their owner, Moses Carver, but his mother was not. The Carvers took care of George. George loved to learn and yearned to go to school. Slavery ended when George was ten years old. When he was older, He worked hard to earn his keep and was able to attend school. At thirty, George went to college. He studied plants and secured a position at Tuskegee Institute where he decided to teach agriculture. Dr. Carver taught farmers and students to plant new crops. He discovered how to make many things with sweet potatoes and peanuts. These crops became very important to the state of Alabama. Dr. Carver became one of the greatest scientists of this country.


Lesson

	introduction/opening: “Today we will read a biography called A Weed is a Flower. A biography is a text that tells the story of someone’s life. This biography is about a man named George Washington Carver who was born into slavery. As someone would own a pair of shoes, people also owned George and his family. They did not have the freedom to live as they pleased. They worked day and night for their owners without pay or enough food to eat. All good readers pay close attention to the text. As we read today I want you to be thinking about the text and its meaning.” *Reading the information about slavery to students is optional.
	Teacher Notes:

unusual (pg 433) – out of the ordinary; uncommon; extraordinary 

yearn (pg 436) – to have an intense or strong desire; longing 

discourage (pg 438) – to inhibit; prevent; talk out of 

talent  (pg 438) – above average ability; skill; expertise

livelihood (pg 442) – job, occupation, or employment

laboratory (pg 446) – a building or room equipped for conducting scientific research 

bulge (pg 449) – a swelling or an outward curve

	text dependent questions

· Begin with a “winnable” question that will help orient students to the text.

· The sequence of questions should build a gradual understanding of the key meanings. 

· Questions should focus on a word/phrase, sentence or paragraph. 
	responses

· Answers that reference the text. 
· Multiple responses may be provided using different pieces of evidence
· Inferences must be grounded logically in the text
	

	Pages 432 and 433

What does the narrator tell us has happened to George as a baby?
	One night, George and his mother were kidnapped from the Moses Carver farm. Eventually, Moses Carver found and brought George - bundled in a coat tied to the back of the man’s saddle – back to the farm. 
	

	Page 435

Use evidence from the text to explain why the neighbors called George the “Plant Doctor”.


	Neighbors began to call George the “Plant Doctor” because he kept a garden. He spent hours each day caring for plants and discovered reasons why plants weren’t growing well. He kept plants healthy and protected them in the winter. George also looked after each plant as if it were the only one in his garden.
	

	Page 436

Why did George leave the Carver farm?

Why did the Watkinsons and Seymours and other families allow George to stay with them?


	George went off to find the answers to his questions. He wanted to learn and the schools nearby did not accept blacks. 

George lived with the Watkinsons and Seymours because they loved him and saw him as a son. George also lived with different families because he wanted to be near the schools that would accept him.  He helped out the families (earned his keep)* by scrubbing floors, washing clothes, and baking bread. *Help students understand what “earned his keep” means. 
	

	Page 438

Why was it a challenge for George to go to college?


	George had to work many years before he could earn enough money to go to college. At certain colleges, it didn’t matter if George had the money to pay for college or not. Many schools would not accept black people.
	

	Page 441

Why did George choose to study agriculture instead of becoming an artist?

What does George mean when he says, “A weed is like a flower growing in the wrong place”?

STOPPING POINT FOR DAY 2
	George remembered his love for plants and how his neighbors used to call him the “Plant Doctor”. He also wanted to help his people. 

George thought that even weeds were important enough to learn their names. Most people would regard weeds as a nuisance and would throw them away. Students can infer that George felt that weeds are just as important as any other plant.
	

	STARTING POINT FOR DAY 3 (Quickly recap from Day 2)
Pages 442-445

After George finished college he became a professor known as Dr. Carver. What did he do to help the poor black farmers while teaching at Tuskegee Institute?

Why didn’t the farmers want to accept Dr. Carver’s advice?
	George taught the farmers how to make their crops grow better. He taught them how to grow sweet potatoes and peanuts instead of just cotton. He also taught them that raising only cotton harmed the soil.

The farmers were afraid that if they grew sweet potatoes and peanuts no one would buy them.
	

	Pages 446-449

449 – Stop after reading the first paragraph.

How did Dr. Carver convince the farmers to grow sweet potatoes and peanuts? Use evidence from pages 446 – 449 to support your answer.

Continue to read page 449 to the end.

In the text, it says, “Money was not important to him”. Find examples from the text that support this statement.
	George invited important guests to Tuskegee and offered a menu that was made entirely from peanuts. He also discovered that paper, ink, shaving cream, sauce, shampoo, and milk could be made from peanuts. In addition, he made such products as soap, coffee, and starch from sweet potatoes. 

George Washington Carver was offered great sums of money, which he turned down. He didn’t bother to cash many of his checks. He lived alone and took care of himself. He ate the food he grew and used the soap he made.
	

	Pages 450-451

Turn and talk: How did Dr. Carver’s devotion to his work and kindness to others help all people? 


	Dr. Carver was a professor at Tuskegee Institute, in which he taught students and poor farmers how to make their crops better. He found hundreds of ways to use crops to make such things as paper, ink, shaving cream, milk, and shampoo. These discoveries helped people throughout the country. He also helped farmers and scientist with his advice about agriculture. His discoveries helped peanuts and sweet potatoes become two of Alabama’s most important crops.
	

	guided practice (Gradual release leading to students independently completing task): Text dependent task includes text dependent questions leading to a culminating question that allows students to demonstrate understanding of the big ideas and key understanding by citing evidence from multiple places in the text. 

text based questions (Taken from the close reading) (Students may use graphic organizers)

1. On page 438 the author wrote, “George was bursting with talents” what does that mean?  Use evidence from pages 438 and 441 to support your answer. (After Day 2)
Culminating Question (After Day 3)
Explain how Dr. Carver’s devotion and goodness toward others helped all people of the world. Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
	

	closing: Highlight key skills and strategies students used while making meaning of the text. For example: I like the way Bryce cited evidence from the text. I noticed Joe was inferring meaning when he recognized that Jessie was feeling guilty. 
	

	assessment: observation checklist, written response
	


Name: _______________________________  

Date: _____________

Day Two: Text Based Question: A Weed is a Flower
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On page 438 the author wrote, “George was bursting with talents.”  What does this mean?  

Use evidence from pages 438-441 to support your answer.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: _______________________________  

Date: _____________

Day Three: Culminating Response: A Weed is a Flower
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In this biography we read about many great things that George Washing Carver accomplished.  How did Dr. Carver’s devotion and goodness toward others help all people of the world?  Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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