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                                                                       C&I Lesson Plan Template


	Unit 5/Week 2
	lesson The Unsinkable Wreck Of The R.M.S. Titanic

	Grade 5
	subject:    ( ELA    ( SS    ( SCI    ( Math    


Preparation

	content objectives: 
· Students will be able to read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it, using specific evidence when writing and speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

*Teacher’s can write or adjust content objectives’ to meet the needs of their students.
	language objectives: 
· Through discussion and writing students will demonstrate an understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meaning.

*Teachers should review the text dependent questions in order to specifically identify which language features being addressed. Those language features should be inserted into the objective. 

· Students will engage in a range of collaborative discussions and build on others’ talk in conversation by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.

*Collaborative discussion includes one-on-one partnerships with students and/or adults, small groups, and the whole class. 

*Teachers should identify and incorporate those language features necessary for students to effectively communicate their ideas to one another.

	accommodations (IEP/504): Use appropriate accommodations as designated by students’ IEPs and in response to students’ needs. 
	materials

· Teacher’s Edition 
· Student Anthology

	ela/literacy standards: RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.3, RL.5.4, RL.5.10, SL.5.1, SL.5.2, L.5.1, L.5.2, W.5.2, W.5.4
	content area standards: N/A

	instructions: First Reading: During the first reading students will read to understand the purpose of the text. On level students will read the text independently. Below level readers will read the text with the teacher, a partner or using the listening center. Rereading (2 lessons): During the next readings, done over two days, students will carefully examine the author’s choice of vocabulary, syntax, and literary elements. Students will cite evidence from the text to gain deeper meaning. During these lessons students may be asked to record their ideas in writing. Culminating Writing Task: Students are challenged to organize their thinking and cite evidence to explain the big ideas of the text.  


Building Academic Vocabulary

	embedded instruction (Tier 3 & Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that require some attention in order for students to comprehend the text. Define these words quickly in context, using a student friendly definition.
	extended instruction (Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that build academic language and are essential to comprehending the text. These words may be defined quickly in context, but will be revisited for students to integrate into their vocabulary.  

	sonar (pg 543) – equipment on a ship using sound waves to find objects underwater

bow (pg 543) – front part of ship 
foremast (pg 546) – mast nearest the front of ship
bridge (pg 546) – raised part of ship where officers control it from

stern (pg 546) – back of a ship                               

materialized (pg 543) – appeared 
maiden (pg 544) – first

debris (pg 550) – things left behind after something is destroyed  

film (pg 550) – thin layer 
sediment (pg 550) –  minerals that settle at bottom of liquid        

ascent (pg 551) – climb upwards 
plumb (pg 551) – to get to the bottom of
	 excruciating (pg 546) – extremely painful 
agony (pg 546) – pain

pandemonium (pg 545) – chaos, a situation where there is a lot of noise because people are angry, confused, or frightened
mute (pg 551) –  quiet, unable to speak 

contorted (pg 549) – twisted, not in its natural shape, looks strange 




Teacher overview

	big ideas and key understandings: The wreck of the R.M.S. Titanic was one of the most infamous shipwrecks of all time. Scientists went underwater to study the wreck of the Titanic for the first time in a submarine called, ‘Alvin’. The stories told about Titanic passengers, along with the observations of modern day scientists, help us understand the events of this tragedy.  


	synopsis: The Unsinkable Wreck of the R.M.S. Titanic is an example of narrative nonfiction.  The story is presented through the eyes of the author and goes back and forth between documenting for the reader the events of the most famous shipwreck of all time and how modern technology allows us to learn about these events from the past.  by using a mini-submarine named, ‘Alvin’, the author is able to include actual pictures that illustrate for the reader what the text describes.


Lesson

	introduction/opening: “Today we will read the story The Unskinkable Wreck of the R.M.S. Titanic, a piece of narrative nonfiction written by Robert D. Ballard and Rick Archbold and illustrated by Ken Marschall.  Narrative nonfiction tells the true account of an event.  all good readers pay close attention to the text, so as you read, notice how the author tells why the titanic sank and how he explored the wreckage.
	Teacher Notes:



	text dependent questions

· Begin with a “winnable” question that will help orient students to the text.

· The sequence of questions should build a gradual understanding of the key meanings. 

· Questions should focus on a word/phrase, sentence or paragraph. 
	responses

· Answers that reference the text. 
· Multiple responses may be provided using different pieces of evidence
· Inferences must be grounded logically in the text
	

	Page 543

What phrases does the author use to describe what he sees and hears while riding in Alvin? How would you describe the experience in your own words?
	“Inside the cramped submarine, all I could hear was the steady pinging of the sonar and the regular breathing of the pilot and engineer.  I crouched on my knees, my eyes glued to the tiny viewport.  The pings speeded up – that meant the wreck was close – and I strained to see beyond the small cone of light that pierced the endless underwater night.”

Answers will vary: He was cramped and didn’t have a lot of space. The equipment keeps making a ping sound and then gets faster which means they are close. He is looking really hard to see something in the distance with the small amount of light that is projected. 
	

	Page 543

Based on the text, why does the narrator feel as though he had, “walked into a dream”?  


	The Alvin rose up the side of the famous bow, now weeping great tears of rust, past the huge anchor and up over the rail.  we were the first in more than seventy years to “walk” on the Titanic’s deck!  The giant windlasses used for raising and lowering the anchor still trailed their massive links of chain, as if ready to lower away.  All of these details support the narrator’s statement that he feels as though he had just walked into a dream.  He can’t believe it’s happening. Many things look as though they are ready to be used. He was so excited he was almost shouting.  After years of questing, he had arrived at the “resting place” of the “greatest shipwreck of all time”.
	

	Page 543

Using the timeline, describe what happened to the Titanic?
	The ship entered and ice field, scraped an iceberg on the starboard side, and the bow of the ship went underwater.  The Titanic broke in two and sank.
	

	Page 544-545

Turn and talk: Based on the information on these two pages, why does the author use the word “tragedy” to describe the sinking? 
	It was the ship’s first trip. Most luxurious ship in the world. Many rich and famous on board. Strikes an iceberg. Not enough lifeboats. 1,500 people died out of 2,200. It was unexpected for the Titanic to sink. 
	

	Page 545

Based on information in the text, why did so many people die on the Titanic? 
	An iceberg was seen too late and there were too few lifeboats for the number of passengers. They didn’t fill the first lifeboats to capacity.  Pandemonium ensued on the ship and the evacuation was not organized. The boat sank quickly and eventually broke into 2 pieces. 
	

	Page 546

Beginning on page 546, the author moves betweens present events on the Alvin and events of the past on the titanic.  When the narrator paused at the crow’s nest, what events did this bring to mind?
	Frederick Fleet was on duty at the crow’s nest and was the lookout who warned the bridge: “iceberg right ahead.”  He made it to a lifeboat and to safety.
	

	Page 546

What words or phrases describe what first officer William Murdoch was watching in “excruciating agony”?
	First officer William Murdoch watched the Titanic slowly turn “too late as the iceberg fatally grazed the liner’s side”. It is painful for him to watch because he knows that the boat is not going to turn in time and will strike the iceberg. 
	

	Page 546

How did captain E.J. Smith knew the Titanic was doomed?
	How quickly the water was pouring into the ship. 
	

	Page 546

What does the author mean when he uses the sentence, “In my mind’s eye, I could see the deck surging with passengers…”?
	The author is referring to what would imagined was happening on the deck that night.  He could visualize the deck surging with passengers as the crew tried to keep order during the loading of the lifeboats.   
	

	Page 549

What was significant about Minnie and her boys getting on a lifeboat?
	They were some of the only third class passengers to be saved from the sinking. 
	

	Page 550

The author states, “We saw hundreds of touching reminders of the tragedy”.  What is he referring to?


	The narrator sees the ship’s boiler, set upright on the mud with a tin cup resting on it.  Champagne bottles lay with their corks still intact, a porcelain doll’s head and most haunting of all, he saw shoes and boots.  Mute reminders of the human cost of the Titanic tragedy.
	

	Page 551

Why was the narrator impatient to return to the Titanic?
	The narrator says that, “we had only begun to plumb its secrets.” He wants to explore the ship more and see what else is found. 
	

	guided practice (Gradual release leading to students independently completing task): Text dependent task includes text dependent questions leading to a culminating question that allows students to demonstrate understanding of the big ideas and key understanding by citing evidence from multiple places in the text. 

text based questions (Taken from close reading):

1. Using the timeline, describe what happened to the Titanic?

2. Turn and talk: Based on the information on these two pages, why does the author use the word “tragedy” to describe the sinking?

3. Based on information in the text, why did so many people die on the Titanic?

4. The author states, “We saw hundreds of touching reminders of the tragedy”.  What is he referring to?

culminating question:

Why is the sinking of the Titantic referred to as a tragedy?  Provide specific evidence from the text to support your idea. 
	

	closing: Highlight key skills and strategies students used while making meaning of the text. For example: I like the way Bryce cited evidence from the text. I noticed Joe was inferring meaning when he recognized that Jessie was feeling guilty. 
	

	assessment: observation checklist, written response
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