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                                                                        C&I Lesson Plan Template


	Unit 3/Week 2
	lesson Leonardo’s Horse

	Grade 5
	subject:    ( ELA    ( SS    ( SCI    ( Math    


Preparation

	content objectives: 
· Students will be able to read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it, using specific evidence when writing and speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

*Teacher’s can write or adjust content objectives’ to meet the needs of their students.
	language objectives: 
· Through discussion and writing students will demonstrate an understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meaning.

*Teachers should review the text dependent questions in order to specifically identify which language features being addressed. Those language features should be inserted into the objective. 

· Students will engage in a range of collaborative discussions and build on others’ talk in conversation by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.

*Collaborative discussion includes one-on-one partnerships with students and/or adults, small groups, and the whole class. 

*Teachers should identify and incorporate those language features necessary for students to effectively communicate their ideas to one another.

	accommodations (IEP/504): Use appropriate accommodations as designated by students’ IEPs and in response to students’ needs. 
	materials

· Teacher’s Edition 
· Student Anthology

	ela/literacy standards: RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.4, RL.5.8, RL.5.10, SL.5.1, SL.5.2, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.9
	content area standards: N/A

	instructions: First Reading: During the first reading students will read to understand the purpose of the text. On level students will read the text independently. Below level readers will read the text with the teacher, a partner or using the listening center. Rereading (2 lessons): During the next readings, done over two days, students will carefully examine the author’s choice of vocabulary, syntax, and literary elements. Students will cite evidence from the text to gain deeper meaning. During these lessons students may be asked to record their ideas in writing. Culminating Writing Task: Students are challenged to organize their thinking and cite evidence to explain the big ideas of the text.  


Building Academic Vocabulary

	embedded instruction (Tier 3 & Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that require some attention in order for students to comprehend the text. Define these words quickly in context, using a student friendly definition.
	extended instruction (Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that build academic language and are essential to comprehending the text. These words may be defined quickly in context, but will be revisited for students to integrate into their vocabulary.  

	wander (pg 295) – to walk around slowly
examine (pg 295) – to look at something carefully
curious (pg 297) – wanting to know about something
fashioned (pg 297) – to make something 
halo (pg 297) – a circle of light, usually above religious figures 
mark (pg 298) – to affect something 
midst (pg 298) – middle 
casting (pg 301) – an object made from pouring liquid metal 
sensation (pg 304) – popular, great, a real hit 

taunted (pg 306) – teased 

mourned (pg 306) – felt sad 
rival (pg 306) – a person you compete with 
grieving (pg 308) – to feel sad about something that has happened
	elaborate (pg 300) – having many details or parts, complicated
resumed (pg 301) – to start doing something again 
achieved (pg 306) – successfully completed 
shame (pg 306) – guilt
unveiled (pg 308) – showed for the first time




Teacher overview

	big ideas and key understandings: Leonardo was an accomplished artist, engineer, architect, musician, philosopher, astronomer and inventor – a true Renaissance man.  However, he saw himself as a failure in part because he could not finish building his horse.


	synopsis: The biography opens as the ultimate Renaissance man, Leonardo da Vinci, earns a commission from the duke of Milan to create a sculpture to honor the duke's father—a bronze horse three times larger than life. Though this creative genius spent years on the project, he died without realizing his dream and, writes Fritz, "It was said that even on his deathbed, Leonardo wept for his horse." The author then fast-forwards to 1977: an American named Charles Dent vows to create the sculpture and make it a gift from the American people to the residents of Italy.


Lesson

	introduction/opening: “Today we will be reading Leonardo’s Horse by Jean Fritz.  This story is a biography, which is a story written by another person about someone’s life.  While reading, pay close attention to the major events in Leonardo’s life.”
	Teacher Notes:

Teachers may wish to look at Leonardo’s notebook to gain a deeper understanding of him.
Extension ideas:

-Students could research an invention or artwork of Leonardo.

-Compare other Renaissance artists to Leonardo.


	text dependent questions

· Begin with a “winnable” question that will help orient students to the text.

· The sequence of questions should build a gradual understanding of the key meanings. 

· Questions should focus on a word/phrase, sentence or paragraph. 
	responses

· Answers that reference the text. 
· Multiple responses may be provided using different pieces of evidence
· Inferences must be grounded logically in the text
	

	Page 295 

The first sentence states, “Anyone who watched the young Leonardo wander the countryside around his home in Vinci might have guessed that he would be an artist.” What evidence on page 295 supports this statement?
	He stopped to examine everything.  He looked at the landscape as if to memorize it.  
	

	Page 297

What did people notice about young Leonardo?

Why was Leonardo born at the “right” time?

(After discussing this questions, read the teacher note on page 297 to students describing the Renaissance)

The author states, “He (Leonardo) could never be just one thing.” What were his interests?  What does this reveal about Leonardo?
	People noticed that he was different. He dressed in a short velvet toga, while other men wore long togas.  He wrote right to left on the page instead of left to right.  He wouldn’t eat meat, because he didn’t want to eat anything that was once alive.  He freed caged birds that were being sold.

It was the age of the Renaissance.  This was a time when people became curious again.  They were exploring new countries, discovering, and inventing.  Leonardo did not want to copy what had been done, but wanted to bring his own experiences into a painting.  He loved asking questions and people during the Renaissance were asking lots of questions. 

Leonardo became not only a famous artist, but also an engineer, architect, musician, philosopher, and astronomer.  This reveals that he was curious about many different things and liked to ask questions.
	

	Page 298

Why would the horse be Leonardo’s “mark” on history?
	The statue would last for hundreds of years and many people would see it and remember/know that he made it. The horse was unique and special and could show Leonardo’s abilities. 
	

	Page 298

How does Leonardo try to persuade the duke to let him make the horse?  What examples of his abilities did he give?
	He wrote a letter to the duke listing his abilities.  He could: make a cannon, lightweight bridges, covered chariots that could not be harmed, and a bronze horse.
	

	Page 298

The author states, “Leonardo wanted to be the one to make it.” (Bronze horse)  What actions did Leonardo take to ensure that he would be the artist chosen to make the horse?
	He wrote a persuasive letter to the duke, but in the end decided to go visit the duke in person.  (Note: a letter would have taken months to reach the duke at this time in history.) He was in the middle of another project and left it for someone else to finish.
	

	Page 300 

What does Leonardo’s willingness to entertain the Duke tell us about how important making the horse was to him?
	Leonardo was willing to do anything to please the Duke. He was willing to sing, play musical instruments, juggle, and ask riddles, and put on plays. He wanted to make the horse no matter what.
	

	Page 301 

What steps did Leonardo take to ensure he would make an accurate statue of a horse?

In the last paragraph, what was the challenge Leonardo faced in creating the statue?
	He wanted to understand everything he could about horses.  He measured and drew pictures of horses.  He looked at other statues of horses.  He knew where all the muscles and bones were.

He needed to figure out how to cast the statue.  No one had tried a single pour of bronze for an object this large.
	

	Page 304 

What happened to the clay model?

What caused Leonardo to stop working on the statue?
	The French invaded Milan and the soldiers shot arrows into the model.  It also started to rain, which eroded the clay.

The Duke needed the metal he had collected to make a cannon.  Then, the French invaded and Leonardo and the duke fled.  He might not have been sure how to cast the horse.
	

	Page 306:

The author wrote “In his notebook Leonardo mourned, ‘I have wasted my hours.’” Mourned means to feel sad about something. Why does Leonardo feel that he has “wasted his hours”?
	He felt like he did not achieve anything.  He did not finish his flying machine or his horse.  He gave up on the horse after he had the clay mold. Michelangelo taunted him.
	

	Page 308

How did future fans of Leonardo make his dream come true?
	Charles dent read about Leonardo grieving for his horse and decided to help him finish it.  Mr. Dent died and Mina Akamu finished the project.  The finished product was revealed on September 10th, 1999.
	

	guided practice (Gradual release leading to students independently completing task): Text dependent task includes text dependent questions leading to a culminating question that allows students to demonstrate understanding of the big ideas and key understanding by citing evidence from multiple places in the text. 

text based questions (Taken from close reading):

1. Why would the horse be Leonardo’s “mark” on history? 

2. How does Leonardo try to persuade the duke to let him make the horse?  What examples of his abilities did he give?

3. The author wrote “In his notebook Leonardo mourned, ‘I have wasted my hours.’” Mourned means to feel sad about something. Why does Leonardo feel that he has “wasted his hours”?

culminating question:

What did Leonardo accomplish? From the text, explain why Leonardo should or should not feel like he achieved anything? 
	

	closing: Highlight key skills and strategies students used while making meaning of the text. For example: I like the way Bryce cited evidence from the text. I noticed Joe was inferring meaning when he recognized that Jessie was feeling guilty. 
	

	assessment: observation checklist, written response
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