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                                                                        C&I Lesson Plan Template


	Unit 4/Week 1
	lesson Weslandia

	Grade 5
	subject:    ( ELA    ( SS    ( SCI    ( Math    


Preparation

	content objectives: 
· Students will be able to read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it, using specific evidence when writing and speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

*Teacher’s can write or adjust content objectives’ to meet the needs of their students.
	language objectives: 
· Through discussion and writing students will demonstrate an understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meaning.

*Teachers should review the text dependent questions in order to specifically identify which language features being addressed. Those language features should be inserted into the objective. 

· Students will engage in a range of collaborative discussions and build on others’ talk in conversation by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.

*Collaborative discussion includes one-on-one partnerships with students and/or adults, small groups, and the whole class. 

*Teachers should identify and incorporate those language features necessary for students to effectively communicate their ideas to one another.

	accommodations (IEP/504): Use appropriate accommodations as designated by students’ IEPs and in response to students’ needs. 
	materials

· Teacher’s Edition 
· Student Anthology

	ela/literacy standards: RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.4, RL.5.10, SL.5.1, SL.5.2, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, SL.5.6, W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.8, W.5.9
	content area standards: N/A

	instructions: First Reading: During the first reading students will read to understand the purpose of the text. On level students will read the text independently. Below level readers will read the text with the teacher, a partner or using the listening center. Rereading (2 lessons): During the next readings, done over two days, students will carefully examine the author’s choice of vocabulary, syntax, and literary elements. Students will cite evidence from the text to gain deeper meaning. During these lessons students may be asked to record their ideas in writing. Culminating Writing Task: Students are challenged to organize their thinking and cite evidence to explain the big ideas of the text.  


Building Academic Vocabulary

	embedded instruction (Tier 3 & Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that require some attention in order for students to comprehend the text. Define these words quickly in context, using a student friendly definition.
	extended instruction (Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that build academic language and are essential to comprehending the text. These words may be defined quickly in context, but will be revisited for students to integrate into their vocabulary.  

	outcast (pg 398) – someone who is not accepted by people

civilization (pg 398) – a society that is well organized and developed

staple (pg 399) – a food that is needed and used all the time

plot (pg 400) – a small piece of land 

bedlam (pg 401) – lots of noise and confusion 

tubers (pg 403) – round part of the stem

aromatic (pg 403) – strong pleasant or good smell

myriad (pg 403) – many

grudgingly (pg 404) – to do or give something unwillingly

mortar (pg 404) – a stone bowl to crush things in  

blunders (pg 406) – mistakes 

shortage (pg 407) – not enough 
	alarming (pg 398) – making you feel worried or scared

tormenters (pg 399) – someone who makes you suffer, teases you

entrancing (pg 402) – interesting, gets all your attention 

devise (pg 403) – to plan something new 
scornful (pg 404) – not respectful 

spectators (pg 405) – someone who watches an event/game

morale (pg 406) – the level of confidence and positive feelings that people have



Teacher OVERVIEW

	big ideas and key understandings: Wesley was an outsider. During summer vacation, he created his own civilization using a special plant he called “swist” for just about everything.  His new civilization was called “Weslandia”. By creating his own civilization, he got others to be curious about him and his uses of the plant, and therefore made new friends. By marching to his own drum, he not only made new friends but finally became happy.
	synopsis: Wesley is an outcast from civilization who is tormented by his peers. One summer vacation, he decides to make his own civilization in his backyard. A new plant is carried in on the wind, which eventually becomes his civilization’s staple crop. He uses it for everything. As the summer goes on, his peers go from scornful to curious, and join him by using the mortar and playing games with him. When he goes back to school, he has no shortage of friends.


Lesson

	introduction/opening: “Today we will read Weslandia by Paul Fleischman. This is a fictional piece. As we read, focus on challenges the main character faces, and how he resolves them.” 
	Teacher Notes:



	text dependent questions

· Begin with a “winnable” question that will help orient students to the text.

· The sequence of questions should build a gradual understanding of the key meanings. 

· Questions should focus on a word/phrase, sentence or paragraph. 
	responses

· Answers that reference the text. 
· Multiple responses may be provided using different pieces of evidence
· Inferences must be grounded logically in the text
	

	Page 398-399

Wesley’s parents describe him as, “sticks out like a nose.” What does this phrase tell you about Wesley? How is Wesley different from the other boys in town?


	It tells you that he is obviously different from everybody else. He’s an “outcast from civilization.” He alone dislikes pizza and soda. He found professional football stupid. He refused to shave half his head like the other boys, despite his father’s bribe of five dollars. He alone dreamed of more exciting forms of shelter. He had no friends, but plenty of tormentors. He doesn’t do what everyone else does. 
	

	Page 399 

What did Wesley learn in school? 
	Seeds are carried great distances by wind. Each civilization has its own staple food crop. 
	

	Page 400 

What does it mean when the author says that “Wesley’s thought shot sparks”?

What was the plan that Wesley hatched? How did his civilization begin? 


	It means he had a big idea and realized that he could use what he learned for a summer project. 

He would grow his own staple food crop and found his own civilization. He turned over a plot of ground in his yard. That night, the wind blew from the west. His land was being planted by the wind. 
	

	Page 401 

How did Wesley’s opinion about the seedling differ from the neighbor’s opinion?
	The neighbor thought he should get the weeds out. Wesley believed that in this type of garden there were no weeds. 
	

	Pages 402-403 

How does Wesley use the plant on these two pages?


	The fruit makes a good breakfast. He can use the rind as a cup and squeeze the juice out and drink it all day. He boils, fries or roasts the tubers on the roots, seasoning them with a pinch of the plants highly aromatic leaves. He wove himself a hat from strips of the plants woody bark. He wove a loose-fitting robe from the stalks’ soft inner fibers. 
	

	Pages 404-405

What caused Wesley’s schoolmates to go from being scornful to curious?


	He let them have ten minutes at his mortar, crushing the plant seeds to collect the oil. Then, when he invents his own game, they looked on with envy. When he saw this, he invented a new game that would include his schoolmates. 
	

	Page 406

In the beginning, Wesley’s father sarcastically mumbled, “I’m sure you’ll use that knowledge often.” How has his attitude changed? What evidence is there to show it has changed? 
	Now the father is interested in his new civilization. Wesley gives his parents a tour. The father asks him about the plant, instead of making sarcastic comments about what he’s learned in school. 
	

	Page 407

What does the sentence “He had no shortage of friends” imply about how Wesley’s life has changed?
	It shows that he has found a way to be part of a civilization and fit in by making his own. 
	

	guided practice (Gradual release leading to students independently completing task): Text dependent task includes text dependent questions leading to a culminating question that allows students to demonstrate understanding of the big ideas and key understanding by citing evidence from multiple places in the text. 

text based questions (Taken from close reading):

1. In what ways is Wesley an outcast from civilization?

2. By not changing to be like everyone else, Wesley remains true to himself. What were the results?

3. In the story Wesley states that he learned  “That seeds are carried great distances by the wind,” and “that each civilization has its staple food crop.” How does this foreshadow the development of his civilization? 

culminating question:

Wesley began as an outcast from civilization. However, Wesley insists on remaining an individual, true to himself.  Explain how Wesley’s actions changed his relationships with his peers/tormentors.
	

	closing: Highlight key skills and strategies students used while making meaning of the text. For example: I like the way Bryce cited evidence from the text. I noticed Joe was inferring meaning when he recognized that Jessie was feeling guilty. 
	

	assessment: observation checklist, written response
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