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                                                                         C&I Lesson Plan Template


	Unit 5/Week 1
	lesson The Three-Century Woman

	Grade 5
	subject:    ( ELA    ( SS    ( SCI    ( Math    


Preparation

	content objectives: 
· Students will be able to read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it, using specific evidence when writing and speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

*Teacher’s can write or adjust content objectives’ to meet the needs of their students.
	language objectives: 
· Through discussion and writing students will demonstrate an understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meaning.

*Teachers should review the text dependent questions in order to specifically identify which language features being addressed. Those language features should be inserted into the objective. 

· Students will engage in a range of collaborative discussions and build on others’ talk in conversation by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.

*Collaborative discussion includes one-on-one partnerships with students and/or adults, small groups, and the whole class. 

*Teachers should identify and incorporate those language features necessary for students to effectively communicate their ideas to one another.

	accommodations (IEP/504): Use appropriate accommodations as designated by students’ IEPs and in response to students’ needs. 
	materials

· Teacher’s Edition 
· Student Anthology

	ela/literacy standards: RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.3, RL.5.4, RL.5.10, SL.5.1, SL.5.2, L.5.1, L.5.2, W.5.2, W.5.4
	content area standards: N/A

	instructions: First Reading: During the first reading students will read to understand the purpose of the text. On level students will read the text independently. Below level readers will read the text with the teacher, a partner or using the listening center. Rereading (2 lessons): During the next readings, done over two days, students will carefully examine the author’s choice of vocabulary, syntax, and literary elements. Students will cite evidence from the text to gain deeper meaning. During these lessons students may be asked to record their ideas in writing. Culminating Writing Task: Students are challenged to organize their thinking and cite evidence to explain the big ideas of the text.  


Building Academic Vocabulary

	embedded instruction (Tier 3 & Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that require some attention in order for students to comprehend the text. Define these words quickly in context, using a student friendly definition.
	extended instruction (Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that build academic language and are essential to comprehending the text. These words may be defined quickly in context, but will be revisited for students to integrate into their vocabulary.  

	century (pg 518) – 100 years

bickered (pg 518) – argued 
tuned out (pg 518) – not listening, ignored
surged (pg 521) – moved quickly
pity’s sake (pg 522) – expressing frustration or annoyance 
barged (pg 522) – entered in rudely 
Alzheimer’s (pg 523) – a disease that affects memory
inquired (pg 523) – asked or questioned 
considered (pg 524) – thought carefully 
sensational (pg 527) – interesting 
venerable (pg 527) – respected, because of old age 
millennium (pg 527) – 1000 years
	severe (pg 518) – serious 
murmured (pg 518) – spoke in a soft voice
dawned/dawn (pg 521) – got an idea for the first time/beginning
peered (pg 522) – looked carefully because its hard to see
attribute (pg 523) – believe something was caused by, give credit



Teacher overview

	big ideas and key understandings: People’s perceptions of Great-Grandma Breckenridge do not reveal her true character. At the beginning of the story, Great-Grandma Breckenridge’s family doesn’t appreciate her. Through her interaction with reporters and creative story telling, her family comes to a new appreciation for the life she has lived and the person she really is. 


	synopsis: Megan’s Great-Grandmother Breckenridge has lived in three centuries.  She was born in 1899 and now it is 2001.  On the first day of 2001, Megan is annoyed that she and her mom are going to visit Great-Grandmother Breckenridge in her retirement home.  When they arrive, reporters and camera crews are already there.  Great-Grandmother Breckenridge proceeds to tell the reporters outrageous stories about her life because she realizes the reporters only care about her stories, not about her.  By the end of her visit, Megan’s feelings and opinions about Great-Grandmother Breckenridge have changed.


Lesson

	introduction/opening: “Today we will read the story The Three-Century Woman, a piece of humorous fiction written by Richard Peck and illustrated by Matthew Faulkner.  Humorous fiction has characters and action that make you laugh.  All good readers pay close attention to the text, so as you read, notice how the author creates a main character you can laugh with.”
	Teacher Notes:



	text dependent questions

· Begin with a “winnable” question that will help orient students to the text.

· The sequence of questions should build a gradual understanding of the key meanings. 

· Questions should focus on a word/phrase, sentence or paragraph. 
	responses

· Answers that reference the text. 
· Multiple responses may be provided using different pieces of evidence
· Inferences must be grounded logically in the text
	

	Page 518 

Where are mom and Megan, the narrator, going? What does the reader learn about Great-Grandmother Breckenridge? 
	Whispering Oaks to see Megan’s great grandmother. Great-grandmother Breckenridge lives at an elder care facility and she is famous for having lived in three centuries. The mom and aunt say Great-Grandmother is losing her memory and about to die.
	

	Page 518 

Use words or phrases from the text to show why Megan’s aunt Gloria doesn’t want the media to interview Great-Grandmother Breckenridge?
	Aunt Gloria feels that great-grandmother Breckenridge is senile and close to death.  We know this because aunt Gloria says, “She doesn’t even know where she is, let alone how many centuries she’s lived in.  The poor old soul.  Leave her in peace.  She’s already got one foot in the door…”
	

	Page 519

Describe Whispering Oaks through Megan’s eyes.
	“It isn’t that bad.  It smells all right, and a Christmas tree glittered in the lobby.  A real tree.  On the other hand, you have to push a red button to unlock the front door.” Note: Students might also mention it is like a prison.  
	

	Page 521

How is the situation Megan and her mom meet in grandmother’s wing like “the first day of school”?


	Megan says it was “like the first day of school when you think you’ll be okay until the teachers learn your name”. Everything was okay until they saw all the reporters with the microphones shoved in their faces. The reporters quickly figured out they were related to the great-grandmother.
	

	Page 521

The author shows us through the mother’s dialogue with the reporters that she does not want them going in to interview great-grandmother Breckenridge.  How do the reporters get past mother?
	After mother threatens to sue the reporters if they enter Great-Grandmother Breckenridge’s room without permission, a voice came wavering out of great-grandma’s room.  Quite an eerie, echoing voice.  “Let them in!” said Great-Grandmother Breckenridge. The great-grandmother gives them the okay.
	

	Page 521

Use words and phrases from the text to describe the reasons Megan and her mom’s eyes “popped” when they first entered Geat-Grandmother Breckenridge’s room.
	Great-Grandma was usually flat out in the bed, dozing, with her teeth in a glass and a book in her hand.  Today she was bright-eyed and propped up.  She wore a fuzzy pink bed jacket. A matching bow was stuck in what remained of her hair.
	

	Page 523

What questions does Great-Grandmother Breckenridge ask the reporter about the microphone (mike)?

Attribute means to give credit to. What does Great-Grandmother Breckenridge attribute her long life to? 
	She asks first, “is this thing on?” and a moment later, she asks again, “You sure this mike’s on?”

I was only married once, and he died young. I don’t look back, I live in the present.
	

	Page 523

The author writes: “…though he had no sense of humor. A tiny smile played around Great-Grandma’s wrinkled lips”. What do those sentences reveal?
	Great-Grandma Breckenridge is smiling because she notices the reporter doesn’t have a good sense of humor. She is probably thinking about tricking him at this point.
	

	Page 524

What is the first “interesting event” Great-Grandmother Breckenridge tells the anchor she has lived through?
	The 1906 San Francisco earthquake.


	

	Page 525 

When mom nudges Megan and hisses, “she’s never been to San Francisco. She’s never been west of Denver.  I’ve heard her say so.”  What does mom reveal to Megan about Great-Grandmother Breckenridge? 
	That Great-Grandmother made up the story.


	

	Page 525

What is the next adventure Great-Grandmother Breckenridge tells the reporter she has experienced?
	Great-Grandmother Breckenridge says she was on the Hindenburg when it blew up.


	

	How does Great-Grandmother Breckenridge describe the Hindenburg? 
	“That big gas bag the Germans built to fly over the Atlantic Ocean.  It was called a zeppelin.  Biggest thing you ever saw – five city blocks long.”
	

	Page 527

What details does Great-Grandmother Breckenridge use to describe the events leading up to and after the explosion of the Hindenburg? 

What is mother’s response to Great-Grandmother’s “experiences” on the Hindenburg? What does it tell us? 
	The gondola heated up like an oven, and people peeled out of the windows.  We hit the ground and bounced.  When we hit again, the door fell off, and I walked out and kept going.

“Never, “ Mom muttered, “Never in her life.” This tells us that great grandmother was never on the Hindenburg. The mom is a bit upset about her lies.
	

	Page 527

What are the predictions that Great-Grandmother Breckenridge makes for the future?
	Taxes will be higher, it’s going to be harder to find a place to park, and a whole lot of people are going to live as long as I have. TV’s on the way out because “it’s all Web sites now”.
	

	Page 528

Throughout the story the mother has hinted to the reader that Great-Grandmother has been making up her stories.  On page 528, what evidence is there to confirm the mother’s suspicion?

Based on Great-Grandmother’s explanation, but using your own words, why did she make up the stories?
	After the reporters left and it was just mom, Great-Grandmother, and Megan, “Mom planted a hand on her hip.  ‘Grandma.  Number one, you’ve never been to San Francisco.  And number two, you never saw one of the zeppelin things.’  Great-grandma shrugged.  ‘No, but I can read.’”

Great-Grandmother made up the stories because the reporter was treating her like she was already gone, despite the fact that she was very much alive. This made her mad so she made up stories to get back at him. 

Evidence in the text: “The TV dude in the $500 suit set me off.  He made me mad, and it put my nose out of joint.  He didn’t notice I’m still here.  He thought I was nothing but my memories.  So I gave him some.”
	

	guided practice (Gradual release leading to students independently completing task): Text dependent task includes text dependent questions leading to a culminating question that allows students to demonstrate understanding of the big ideas and key understanding by citing evidence from multiple places in the text. 

text based questions (Taken from close reading):

1. Use words or phrases from the text to show why Megan’s aunt Gloria doesn’t want the media to interview great-grandmother Breckenridge.

2. Use words and phrases from the text to describe the reasons Megan and her mom’s eyes “popped” when they first entered great-grandmother Breckenridge’s room.

3. Throughout the story the mother has hinted to the reader that Great Grandmother has been making up her stories.  On page 528, what evidence do we find to support the mother’s opinion?

4. Based on great-grandmother’s explanation, why did she make up the stories?

culminating question:

Look back at the story to see the two versions of great-grandma Breckenridge: the one Megan, her aunt, her mother, and the reporters expect to see and the real one. How do these two versions differ? 

· In one paragraph, describe what everybody expects to see in Grandma Breckenridge. 
· In a different paragraph, describe how Grandma Breckenridge defies (or is different from) their expectations. 
	

	closing: Highlight key skills and strategies students used while making meaning of the text. For example: I like the way Bryce cited evidence from the text. I noticed Joe was inferring meaning when he recognized that Jessie was feeling guilty. 
	

	assessment: observation checklist, written response
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