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                                                                        C&I Lesson Plan Template


	Unit 5/Week 4
	lesson Antarctic Journal

	Grade 4
	subject:    ( ELA    ( SS    ( SCI    ( Math    


Preparation

	content objectives: 
·  Students will be able to read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it, using specific evidence when writing and speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

*Teachers can write or adjust content objectives to meet the needs of their students.
	language objectives: 
· Through discussion and writing students will demonstrate an understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meaning.

*Teachers should review the text dependent questions in order to specifically identify which language features being addressed. Those language features should be inserted into the objective. 

· Students will engage in a range of collaborative discussions and build on others’ talk in conversation by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.

*Collaborative discussion includes one-on-one partnerships with students and/or adults, small groups, and the whole class. 

*Teachers should identify and incorporate those language features necessary for students to effectively communicate their ideas to one another.

	accommodations (IEP/504): Use appropriate accommodations as designated by students’ IEPs and in response to students’ needs. 
	materials

· Teacher’s Edition 
· Student Anthology

	ela/literacy standards: RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3, RL.4.4, RL 4.10, W.4.2, W.4.4, SL.4.1, SL.4.2, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.4, L.4.5
	content area standards: N/A

	instructions: First Reading: During the first reading students will read to understand the purpose of the text. On level students will read the text independently. Below level readers will read the text with the teacher, a partner or using the listening center. Rereading (2 lessons): During the next readings, done over two days, students will carefully examine the author’s choice of vocabulary, syntax, and literary elements. Students will cite evidence from the text to gain deeper meaning. During these lessons students may be asked to record their ideas in writing. Culminating Writing Task: Students are challenged to organize their thinking and cite evidence to explain the big ideas of the text.  


Building Academic Vocabulary

	embedded instruction (Tier 3 & Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that require some attention in order for students to comprehend the text. Define these words quickly in context, using a student friendly definition.
	extended instruction (Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that build academic language and are essential to comprehending the text. These words may be defined quickly in context, but will be revisited for students to integrate into their vocabulary.  

	depart (pg 588) – to leave or go away

remote (pg 588) – located far away, distant, far from any centre of population

forbidding (pg 589) – frightening 

vessel (pg 590) – boat 

abundance (pg 591) – plentiful, many

insulated (pg 592) –  covered or protected from the elements

permanent (pg 592) – for all the time in the future 

cache (pg 593) – hiding place

abandoned  (pg 594) – to leave, give up, desert

wake (pg 595) – track made by moving through water

peculiar (pg 595) – strange, weird

thrive (pg 596)  – to grow and develop; flourish

gale (pg 597) – strong wind 

pewter (pg 598) – a metal of bluish-grey color

luminescence  (pg 598) – the shining of light from something that hasn’t been heated

crevasse (pg 599) – a deep, open crack

trawl (pg 600) – fish for

originate (pg 600)  – where something came from, began

yearn (pg 600) –  to have an intense desire for, to desire or long for something

swells (pg 601) – movements of water up and down 
	anticipation (pg 590) – the act of expecting; foresight

surged (pg 595) – to rise up and then fall

encounter (pg 595) – meeting

luminescence  (pg 598) – the shining of light from something that hasn’t been heated

splendor (pg 600) – a quality that outshines the usual, magnificent or grand




Teacher overview

	big ideas and key understandings: Antarctica is a place of great beauty, but also of great danger, and offers a unique traveling experience.

	synopsis: Through diary entries and letters home, Jennifer Dewey relates her great adventure at Palmer Station in Antarctica, the last great wilderness. She draws maps, wildlife and landscapes, and relates much of what she learns about this last great wilderness, as well as the life the scientists live.


Lesson

	introduction/opening: “Today we will read Antarctic Journal. All good readers pay close attention to the text. As we read today I want you to be thinking about the text and its meaning.” 
	Teacher Notes:

	text dependent questions

· Begin with a “winnable” question that will help orient students to the text.

· The sequence of questions should build a gradual understanding of the key meanings. 

· Questions should focus on a word/phrase, sentence or paragraph. 
	responses

· Answers that reference the text. 
· Multiple responses may be provided using different pieces of evidence
· Inferences must be grounded logically in the text
	

	Pages 588-589

What makes Antarctica unique?


	Antarctica is remote; the 5th largest continent; in the grip of an ice age; windiest, coldest, and most forbidding region. It’s on the bottom of the earth. Some students may infer that Antarctica is dangerous, not many people live there.
	

	Page 590

What words or phrases does the author use to indicate what the environment on the boat is like?


	Cabin space is tiny; desk and chair are bolted to the floor; bedding is a well-padded sleeping bag.

Some students may infer that the furniture is bolted to the floor and why the bedding is a well-padded sleeping bag instead of a regular one because of the environment.
	

	Page 591

What does the author mean when she says, “Whales have the right of way in these waters”?


	The boats stop when they see the whales, turn the engines off, and let them pass before they start up again.

Some students may infer that animals in nature are the priority, and humans are guests in their home.
	

	Page 592

What clues does Jennifer give to show that Antarctica can be a dangerous place?


	There are a lot of rules, you can’t ever travel alone, they have walkie-talkies so they can check in with base, they have to sign out when they leave, there is bad weather and storms, they have to wear strong sunscreen.
	

	Page 593

What sounds does the author hear when she’s spending the night on Litchfield Island?
	Birds call, the whine of the wind, waves pounding gravel shores, no human sounds other than her breathing, sounds of the Antarctic night.
	

	Page 595

What words does the author use to describe the viciousness of the orca’s attack on the penguin?


	Whirled the helpless bird in the air, teeth gripped penguin flesh, wing flailed, skin of the penguin flew away and landed with a plop on the sea, bird was stripped of its hide as easily as we remove a sweater.
	

	Page 596

Why is krill such an essential animal?
	It is important in the food chain because whales, penguins, and seals thrive on it. It is the smallest animal on earth yet the largest (blue whale) eats it.  It is the only thing that the blue whale eats.  Krill is on the bottom of the food chain and eats phytoplankton.
	

	Page 597

What words does the author use to describe the severity of the storm?
	Thought a bomb had gone off, solid wall of sleet and ice, against the rules to leave in such high winds, barely able to force the door open, face stung with driven sleet, fearing being blown away, lashed by pellets of frozen rain, etc.
	

	Page 597

So far, what have we learned about how the weather conditions on Antarctica make it difficult for animals to survive?
	If it’s too hot, penguins’ bodies can’t tolerate the heat. Exposure to temperatures that are too cold or wet make it difficult to survive.


	

	Page 598-599

The author wrote that she was “frightened out of my wits.”  How does the text support this statement?
	Felt herself dropping straight down, alive because the crack was narrow, began to scramble out, terrified the crack would keep growing, saw a pattern of cracks zig-zagging, felt her way inch by inch across the surface of the snow.
	

	Page 601

What is the significance of the penguin egg?


	It reminds her of her trip, penguins raise downy chicks, krill swarm in numbers greater than stars in the sky, whales have rights, icebergs drift in graceful arcs across southern ocean swells. Reminds her of the last wilderness on earth.  
	

	guided practice (Gradual release leading to students independently completing task): Text dependent task includes text dependent questions leading to a culminating question that allows students to demonstrate understanding of the big ideas and key understanding by citing evidence from multiple places in the text. 

text based questions (Taken from close reading):

1. What makes Antarctica unique?

2. What words does the author use to describe the severity of the storm? So far, what have we learned about how the weather conditions on Antarctica make it difficult for animals to survive?

3.  Jennifer wrote that she was “frightened out of my wits.”  How does the text support this statement? 
culminating question:

Antarctica is a place of great beauty, but also of great danger.  Describe how the unpredictable forces of nature affected both the scientists and animals on the continent.
	

	closing: Highlight key skills and strategies students used while making meaning of the text. For example: I like the way Bryce cited evidence from the text. I noticed Joe was inferring meaning when he recognized that Jessie was feeling guilty. 
	

	assessment: observation checklist, written response
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