[image: image3.png]Z FOCUS
{On Childen

Boston Public Schools














                                                                                                                         

        




                   
                                      C&I Lesson Plan Template


	Unit 2/Week 3
	lesson Turtle’s Race with Beaver

	Grade 2
	subject:    ( ELA    ( SS    ( SCI    ( Math    


Preparation

	content objectives: 
· Students will be able to read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it, using specific evidence when writing and speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

*Teacher’s can write or adjust content objectives’ to meet the needs of their students.
	language objectives:
· Through discussion and sometimes in writing students will demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meaning.

*Teachers should review the text dependent questions in order to specifically identify which language features being addressed. Those language features should be inserted into the objective. 

· Students will participate in a range of collaborative discussions and build on others’ talk in conversation by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.

*Collaborative discussion includes one-on-one partnerships with students and/or adults, small groups, and the whole class. 

*Teachers should identify and incorporate those language features necessary for students to effectively communicate their ideas to one another.

	accommodations (IEP/504): Use appropriate accommodations as designated by students’ IEPs and in response to students’ needs. 
	materials

· Teacher’s Edition 
· Student Anthology
· Student Response Worksheets (2)

	ela/literacy standards: RL.2.1, RL.2.2, RL.2.3, RL.2.4, RL.2.6, RL.2.7, RL.2.8.a., RL.2.10, W.2.3, SL.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, SL.2.4
	content area standards: N/A

	instructions: First Reading: During the first reading students will read to understand the purpose of the text. On level students will read the text independently. Below level readers will read the text with the teacher, a partner or using the listening center. Rereading (2 lessons): During the next readings, done over two days, students will carefully examine the author’s choice of vocabulary, syntax, and literary elements. Students will cite evidence from the text to gain deeper meaning. During these lessons students may be asked to record their ideas in writing. Culminating Writing Task: Students are challenged to organize their thinking and cite evidence to explain the big ideas of the text.


Building Academic Vocabulary

	embedded instruction (Tier 3 & Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that require some attention in order for students to comprehend the text and main ideas. Define these words quickly in context, using a student friendly definition.
	extended instruction (Tier 2)
Identify vocabulary words that build academic language and are essential to comprehending the text. These words may be defined quickly in context, but will be revisited for students to integrate into their vocabulary.  

	dam (pg 228) – a barrier of earth built across a river 

lodge (pg 229) – a dome-shaped den constructed by beavers


	surface (pg 228) – the top level of water; the uppermost level of the land or sea

stretched  (pg 229) – to draw out or extend in length 

challenge (pg 231) – to invite someone to take part in a contest

position (pg 236) – the place or location of a person or thing

embarrass (pg 240) – to feel or cause to feel self-consciousness

shallow (pg 240) – to have little depth; not deep in measurement or distance


Teacher overview

	big ideas and key understandings: The big idea in the Native American folktale Turtle’s Race with Beaver is that problems or conflicts can be resolved if people are willing to share.
	synopsis: The native American folktale, Turtle’s Race with Beaver, is about a Turtle that lives in a beautiful pond with all the things a turtle would need. It is the perfect place for him. As winter approaches, Beaver searches for a new home and happens upon this beautiful pond. He realizes that, with some changes and hard work, this could be the perfect home for him. Turtle awakes from hibernation and discovers a new creature living in his pond. Turtle offers to share the pond, but beaver refuses and challenges turtle to a race.  Turtle devises a clever plan to “work smarter not harder” (brains verses brawn) and wins the race.  In defeat, beaver moves on to a different pond, in which he happily shares with another Turtle.  


Lesson

	introduction/opening: “Today we will read Turtles Race With Beaver. This story is a folk tale, which means that it has been ‘handed down’ or told from one generation to the next. All good readers pay close attention to the text. As we read today I want you to be thinking about the text and its meaning.”

	text dependent questions

· Begin with a “winnable” question that will help orient students to the text.

· The sequence of questions should build a gradual understanding of the key meanings. 

· Questions should focus on a word/phrase, sentence or paragraph. 
	responses

· Answers that reference the text. 
· Multiple responses may be provided using different pieces of evidence.
· Inferences must be grounded logically in the text.
	Teacher’s Notes:

dam (pg 228) – a barrier of earth built across a river 

surface (pg 228) – the top level of water; the uppermost level of the land or sea

lodge (pg 229) – a dome-shaped den constructed by beavers

stretched  (pg 229) – to draw out or extend in length 

challenge (pg 231) – to invite someone to take part in a contest

position (pg 236) – the place or location of a person or thing

embarrass (pg 240) – to feel or cause to feel self-consciousness

shallow (pg 240) – to have little depth; not deep in measurement or distance



	Page 225

Using the evidence from the text, explain why the pond was a good home for Turtle.
	The water was just deep enough, there was plenty of food to eat and there were lots of nice rocks just above the water for turtle to sun herself on.
	

	Page 227

How did Turtle and Beaver each prepare for winter?  


	Turtle swam to the bottom of the pond, buried herself in the mud and went to sleep. Beaver began chopping down trees with his teeth to build a big dam so he could build his new home.
	

	Page 228

The words higher and higher are written in text that gets bigger with each word. Why are they written this way? Find evidence on the page to support your answer.
	The words got bigger to show that Turtle had to swim higher and much further than she is used to in order to reach the surface of the water.
	

	Page 229

Describe how the pond has changed since Beaver built his dam. Use details from the story to support your response.


	The water was four times as deep. All the rocks she used to sun herself on were underwater. The pond now stretched further. On the other side of the pond, the water stretched as far as the eye could see.  Also on the opposite side were a huge dam and a round lodge.
	

	Page 230

Turn & Talk: Beaver said the pond is his. Turtle said the pond belongs to her. Who is right? Be sure to use details from the story to support your thinking. 


	Students stake a claim and support it with evidence from the text.  Share as a whole group. Discuss each animal’s perspective and how they are valid arguments.

Turtle: She lived in the pond her entire life. It was a perfect place for her. 

Beaver: He worked hard to make the pond a beautiful home for a beaver. 
	

	Page 231

Turtle and Beaver both had very different ideas about how to solve the problem. What did this tell us about each of the main characters? How are they different? 

STOPPING POINT FOR DAY 2
	Beaver was selfish and conceited/arrogant because he refused to share the pond, and wanted to race with Turtle to win the pond.  He laughs and says “ha,” which implies he thinks he can win the race. Turtle was kind because she wanted to share and agreed to race although she knew Beaver was probably much faster. 
	

	STARTING POINT FOR DAY 3 (Quickly recap from Day 2)
Page 232

How does the phrase “word began to spread” describe how the other animals learned about the race?
	The phrase “word began to spread,” means that the animals learned about the challenge/race from sharing information through one conversation at a time. Beaver tells some animals and they tell others. 
	

	Page 237

Using information from the illustrations, and pages 231 and 237, explain why Turtle bites Beaver’s tail. 


	Turtle saw beaver’s big flat tail and knew he would be a much faster swimmer.  Therefore, she bit into beaver to hold on to him as he swam across the pond so that she would stay close in the race.  
	

	Page 239

Based on details from the text, explain how turtle won the race.


	Turtle bit so hard into Beaver’s tail, he flung it out of the water. Tossing Turtle onto the shore so she won the race. Students can infer that the bite surprised or hurt Beaver causing him to fling his tail and win the race. 
	

	Page 240

Embarrassed means feeling shy, ashamed or guilty about something. Why does beaver feel embarrassed after the race?
	Beaver challenged turtle to a race even though turtle offered to share the pond. He also told Turtle that whoever lost the race must find a new home. Beaver was so confident that he told the other animals about the challenge.  He was embarrassed because he lost after bragging.
	

	Page 241

Turn and talk: Use information from the text to describe how beaver’s behavior changes throughout the story.


	At the beginning of the story, Beaver was selfish and mean. He laughed at Turtle’s offer to share the pond and he said, “I will not share my pond with any little turtle.” He also said, “whoever loses must go find a new home.” He was not willing to compromise.  At the end of the story, Beaver learns to share and be nice.  He shares another pond with another turtle.
	

	guided practice (Gradual release leading to students independently completing task): Text dependent task includes text dependent questions leading to a culminating question that allows students to demonstrate understanding of the big ideas and key understanding by citing evidence from multiple places in the text. 

text based questions (Taken from close reading):

1. Explain how Turtle and Beaver behave towards each other during their first meeting. Use evidence from the text to support your answer. (After Day 2)
culminating question: (After Day 3)
Beaver challenged Turtle to a race across the pond. The winner would stay in the pond and the loser would have to find a new home. By the end of the story, what lesson did Beaver learn?  Use details from the story to support your answer. 
	

	closing: Highlight key skills and strategies students used while making meaning of the text. For example: I like the way Bryce cited evidence from the text. I noticed Joe was inferring meaning when he recognized that Jessie was feeling guilty.
	

	assessment: observation checklist, written response
	


Name: _______________________________  

Date: _____________

Day Two: Text Based Question: Turtle’s Race with Beaver
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Explain how Turtle and Beaver behave toward each other during their meeting.  Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: _______________________________  

Date: _____________
Day Three: Culminating Response: Turtle’s Race with Beaver
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By the end of the story, what lesson did Beaver learn?  Use details form the story to support your answer.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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