
Read to Be Ready plans for:  Molly’s Pilgrim     2nd Grade 

Standards:  
2.FL.PWR.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills when decoding isolated words and in connected text.  
a. Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words.  b. Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common 
vowel teams.  c. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels.  d. Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes.  e. Identify words 
with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences.  f. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.  g. Decode grade-level 
texts with purpose and understanding.  
2.FL.WC.4 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills when encoding words; write legibly. d. Write most common, frequently used words 
and most irregular words.  f. Print legibly in manuscript; 
2.FL.F.5 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. b. Read grade-
level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 
understanding of words; reread as necessary.  
2.FL.SC.6 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking and conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage, including capitalization and punctuation, when writing.  
a. Use collective nouns.   b. Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns.   d. Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular 
verbs.  e. Use adjectives and adverbs correctly. g. Use common coordinating conjunctions. k. With prompting and support, link sentences into a simple, 
cohesive paragraph with a main idea or topic.  
2.FL.VA.7a Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from an array of strategies. a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.. C. Use a known root word as a clue to 
the meaning of an unknown word with the same root.  d.  Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words.  
2.FL.VA.7b Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. a. Identify real-life connections between words and their 
use.  
2.FL.VA.7c Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and 
adverbs to describe.  
Social Studies:   2.01 Identify various cultural groups within the U. S. and the community.    2.02 Compare and contrast the beliefs, customs, ceremonies, 
and traditions of the various cultures represented in the U.S.      2.03 Distinguish how people from various cultures in the community and nation share 
principles, goals, and traditions.  2.27 Compare the ways one becomes a citizen (i.e., by birth or naturalization) 

Comprehension skill:  Making Inferences/ Drawing Conclusions      Phonics: See pacing guide 
Grammar/Writing:  see pacing guide          Unit Focus:  Cultures – Respect for one another 

Text Set:   Molly’s Pilgrim by Barbara Cohen; Dear Juno by Soyung Pak; How Does the Mail Work? By Kristin Cashore; Mina’s Day by Kim Borland; Mail 
It…From Here to There by Kim Borland 

 
 Read Aloud Vocabulary Focus Discussion Questions Written Response Resources, Etc. 
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First read aloud of Molly’s 
Pilgrim – with few 
interruptions- try to 
complete the story in one 
sitting if time allows.  
 
**There are 10 books per 
classroom.  Have students 
sit with a partner to 
follow the text while the 
teacher reads it aloud. 
 
 

Use only minimal time 
on the vocabulary 
words for this story 
today – Powerpoint is 
called: 
Molly’s_Pilgrim_Voc_ 
Lesson.ppt (found on 
the BCS R2BR webpage 
under Molly’s Pilgrim) 
 
The vocabulary will be 
explicitly taught over 
the next two days. 

Use powerpoint: 
Molly’s_Pilgrim.ppt 
as the source of discussion 
questions regarding the story 
elements of character, setting, 
plot, etc. This PPT is found in 
the BCS R2BR web page under 
Molly’s Pilgrim. 
 
(Today’s discussion is focused on 
basic questioning to enable 
students to understand the 
structure of the story). 
  
 

Create a class Tree 
map to answer this 
prompt: 
Summarize what 
happened in the story. 
Make sure you identify 
the characters, setting, 
problem, what 
happened before the 
problem was solved, 
and how the problem is 
finally solved. 
 
If time allows, please 
have students copy the 
tree map in journals 
and then write a 
summary. (or they 
could use the class 
tree map to write a 
summary) 
 
(Teachers – refer to 
page 92 of Thinking 
Maps Teacher’s edition 
for example) 

  
*Youtube powerpoint with 
speaking voice - vocab 
words: 
http://tinyurl.com/y7jyqyhw  
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Second read aloud of 
Molly’s Pilgrim. 
 
Prior to the read aloud, 
use the vocabulary ppt. to 
discuss the meanings of 
the words in the vocab 
column.  Pause to highlight 
those words again during 
today’s read aloud. 
 
Read pages 1-10, ending 
today’s read aloud section 
at the end of the page 
where Molly tells her 
mother that she will talk 
to the teacher herself. 

 
• Shaynkeit 

(Shyn-Kite) 
• Yiddish 
• Jewish 
• Malkeleh(Mahl

-Kuh-Luh) 
• Tenement 

house 
• Goraduk 
• Cossacks 
• Synagogue 
• Russia 
• Paskudnuaks 

(pass-kood-
nee-ack) 

• From the beginning 
page of the story, 
what behavior is being 
displayed by the other 
students? (bullying) 
Why? 

• On the page where 
Molly’s mom is hugging 
her, why was Molly 
upset? 

• Why did Molly’s family 
leave their home in 
Goraduk? What was 
life like there? 

• Why did they then 
leave their home in 
New York? 

• What was their life 
like in New York? 

**Reminder-  Use think-pair-
share partner work as part of 
the group question time. 

Prompt:  What two 
major moves brought 
Molly’s family to 
Winter Hill and why did 
they move both times? 
 
First create a flow map 
showing the moves, 
then respond to prompt 
in writing journals. 
  

During small group 
differentiated reading 
times – introduce and 
read the leveled readers 
associated with Dear 
Juno.  These will help 
prepare students for the 
culminating writing 
activity which will be to 
write a letter to Molly. 
 
Read aloud of Molly’s 
Pilgrim – 13 minutes: 
http://tinyurl.com/y9a8a4wu  
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Third reading of Molly’s 
Pilgrim –  
 
Review Vocabulary for 
today using powerpoint 
prior to reading, and pause 
to highlight those words 
when they appear in the 
text today. 
 
Begin reading on page 11, 
where the illustration 
shows Molly walking to 
school 
 
 

• Thanksgiving 
• Pilgrims 
• Clothespin 

(have a real 
one available 
to show the 
students) 

• Religious 
Freedom 

• Embroidered 
• Muttered 
• Taunted 
• Sukkoth 

 
 
 

• What makes a person 
a pilgrim? 

• Why did Mama make 
the clothespin doll to 
look like herself? 

• How did Molly’s doll 
help tell the story of 
Thanksgiving? 

• At the end of the 
story do you think 
being at school will 
change for Molly? Why 
or why not? 

**Use think-pair-share partner 
work as part of the group 
question time. 
 

Prompt:   How did 
Molly’s clothespin doll 
help tell the story of 
Thanksgiving? 

During small group 
differentiated reading 
times – introduce and 
read the leveled readers 
associated with Dear 
Juno.  These will help 
prepare students for the 
culminating writing 
activity which will be to 
write a letter to Molly. 
 
Review the format for 
letter writing – great 
center activity would be 
to provide students with 
a letter template and 
have them write a letter 
to a relative. 
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Read aloud – Dear Juno , 
from Reading Street, with 
few interruptions during 
the reading. 
 
Do pause to introduce the 
4 vocabulary selection 
words. 
 
 

 Selection words: 
• Persimmons 
• Smudged 
• Envelope 
• photograph 

• Discuss the story 
elements of 
characters, setting, 
main idea. 

• Why would we read 
Dear Juno in the same 
week as Molly’s 
Pilgrim? How are the 
stories alike? 
(understanding 
different cultures- 
experiences in the USA 
as compared to those 
in other countries) 

Culminating writing 
task – ROUGH DRAFT  
 
Prompt:  Write a 
letter to Molly. In the 
letter tell her what 
you have learned about 
the meaning of 
Thanksgiving in our 
country and in other 
countries, such as 
Russia, thanks to her 
story. 
 

Writing expectations: 
See rubric at bottom of 
lesson plan page 



• Why could Juno not 
understand the words 
in the letter from his 
grandmother?  

• What did Juno use 
instead of the words 
to understand his 
grandmother’s letter? 

• What are some ways 
we use pictures 
instead of words? 
(hand motions for 
thinking, quiet, 
come/go, stop; 
pictures of a woman or 
man on bathroom 
doors, etc.) 

Students should be 
encouraged to use text 
evidence related to 
Thanksgiving as 
celebrated here and in 
Russia, & in any other 
countries you may have 
discussed.  Harvest 
celebrations are 
worldwide.   In China it 
is called the Moon 
Festival, which these 
2nd graders may have 
read about last year in 
their 1st grade reading 
book. 
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To increase time for 
students to read in class, 
have student pairs sit 
together and read the 
story, taking turns with 
each page, and using 
polite, accountable talk as 
they help one another read 
Molly’s Pilgrim for the 
final time. 
 
 
 

Go over the writing 
expectations again.  
Allow time for 
students to peer edit 
one another’s letters 
to Molly, looking at 
their partner’s writing 
to see where they 
might fall in the 
rubric. 

 What pictures might you add 
to the bottom of your final 
copy of the letter to help 
someone who doesn’t read 
English know what your letter 
is about? 
 
When final copies are written 
students may choose to add 2-3 
illustrated symbolic pictures to 
the bottom of their letter. 

Final copy:   
After peer editing, 
students will rewrite 
the final copy of their 
letter to Molly. 
 
**This is a great task 
to film using SeeSaw.  
Have students read 
their letter to Molly, 
practicing reading 
fluently. 
 
Please allow time for 
partner or small group 
sharing of letters 
orally during class 
time. 
 
 
 

**If time allows (LOL) it 
would be great for 
students to be able to 
use clothespins, cloth, 
pipe cleaners, cotton 
balls, markers, yarn to 
create their own pilgrim 
dolls.   

 
 Writing rubric can be found at http://tinyurl.com/yavew7gp    
This rubric can be used for the cumulative task of the letter to Molly.  


