
Read to Be Ready plans for:  When Marian Sang     2nd Grade 

L.2.1.	  Ask	  and	  answer	  such	  questions	  as	  who,	  what,	  where,	  when,	  why,	  and	  how	  to	  demonstrate	  understanding	  of	  key	  details	  in	  a	  text.	  	  
L.2.3.	  Describe	  how	  characters	  in	  a	  story	  respond	  to	  major	  events	  and	  challenges.	  	  
L.2.7.	  Use	  information	  gained	  from	  the	  illustrations	  and	  words	  in	  a	  print	  or	  digital	  text	  to	  demonstrate	  understanding	  of	  its	  characters,	  setting,	  or	  plot.	  	  
FS.2.3.	  Know	  and	  apply	  grade-‐level	  phonics	  and	  word	  analysis	  skills	  in	  decoding	  words.	  	  
FS.2.4.	  Read	  with	  sufficient	  accuracy	  and	  fluency	  to	  support	  comprehension.	  	  
W.2.2.	  Write	  informative/explanatory	  texts	  in	  which	  they	  introduce	  a	  topic,	  use	  facts	  and	  definitions	  to	  develop	  points,	  and	  provide	  a	  concluding	  statement	  or	  section.	  	  
W.2.5.	  With	  guidance	  and	  support	  from	  adults	  and	  peers,	  focus	  on	  a	  topic	  and	  strengthen	  writing	  as	  needed	  by	  revising	  and	  editing.	  	  
W.2.6.	  With	  guidance	  and	  support	  from	  adults,	  use	  a	  variety	  of	  digital	  tools	  to	  produce	  and	  publish	  writing,	  including	  in	  collaboration	  with	  peers.	  	  
W.2.8.	  Recall	  information	  from	  experiences	  or	  gather	  information	  from	  provided	  sources	  to	  answer	  a	  question.	  	  
SL.2.1.	  Participate	  in	  collaborative	  conversations	  with	  diverse	  partners	  about	  grade	  2	  topics	  and	  texts	  with	  peers	  and	  adults	  in	  small	  and	  larger	  groups.	  	  
a.	  Follow	  agreed-‐upon	  rules	  for	  discussions	  (e.g.,	  gaining	  the	  floor	  in	  respectful	  ways,	  listening	  to	  others	  with	  care,	  speaking	  one	  at	  a	  time	  about	  the	  topics	  and	  texts	  under	  
discussion).	  	  
b.	  Build	  on	  others’	  talk	  in	  conversations	  by	  linking	  their	  comments	  to	  the	  remarks	  of	  others.	  	  
c.	  Ask	  for	  clarification	  and	  further	  explanation	  as	  needed	  about	  the	  topics	  and	  texts	  under	  discussion.	  	  
SL.2.2.	  Recount	  or	  describe	  key	  ideas	  or	  details	  from	  a	  text	  read	  aloud	  or	  information	  presented	  orally	  or	  through	  other	  media.	  	  
SL.2.3.	  Ask	  and	  answer	  questions	  about	  what	  a	  speaker	  says	  in	  order	  to	  clarify	  comprehension,	  gather	  additional	  information	  or	  deepen	  understanding	  of	  a	  topic	  or	  issue.	  	  

Comprehension skill:  Plot & Theme      Phonics: silent consonants 
Grammar/Writing:  Writing with I and me          Unit Focus:  Famous Black Americans;  

Culminating Task:   What is your dream and what character traits will you need to make that dream come true? 

Text Set:   When Marian Sang by Pam Munoz Ryan        LIVES: Poems About Famous Americans  selected by Lee Bennett Hopkins 
Poem: “Dreams” by Langston Hughes 

 

 
 Read Aloud Vocabulary Focus Discussion Questions Written Response Small Group/Center 

Ideas 
M 
O 
N 
D 
A 
Y 

First read of 
When Marian 
Sang.   Read 
through with 
focus on enjoying 
the true story of 
a famous black 
American.    

Text-related Tier 2 words: 
Prejudice 
Narrow-minded 
Segregated 
Inspired  
Encouragement 
Passionate 
Endured 
Determined 
Dignity 
Achieved 
Remarkable 
Unwavering 
Enraged 
Negro, Colored 
Black, African American 
 

1.Why is Marian Anderson a famous 
American? 
2. What was her family like and where 
did they live? 
3.What were the challenges she faced? 
4.What other Famous Americans have we 
read about that faced similar challenges? 
5. What is the meaning of the title, 
When Marian Sang? 
6. Where did Marian finally get to sing in 
the United States, and why is that city 
important to all of us? 
7. What words would you use to describe 
Marian’s character? (This would be a good 
time to create the text vocabulary chart 
referred to in the last column of these 
plans) 

Why is Marian 
Anderson considered 
to be a famous 
American? 

Spend time today 
making Vocabulary 
lists on cards or 
chart paper. 
There are 2 lists: 
Text-related (listed 
on Monday’s plan) & 
Music- related 
(listed on Tuesday’s 
plan) 
 
These lists should be 
displayed for 
student reference 
all week long for 
writing and speaking 
opportunities. 

      
T 
U 
E 
S 
D 
A 
Y 

2nd Read of When 
Marian Sang – 
Today’s reading 
will focus on the 
beginning of the 
story through the 
page where 
Marian is singing 
to the audience in 
Europe. 

Music-related vocabulary: 
Choir director 
Conductor 
Duet 
Harmony 
Perform 
Concert 
Audience 
Accompanist 
Audition 
Recital 
Encore 
Auditorium 
 

 

1. Page with Madame Butterfly - What is 
meant by “But opera was simply the sun 
and the moon – a dream that seemed too 
far away to reach”? 
2.Audition page -What changed Mr. 
Boghetti’s mind? 
3. Page with boat – what is meant by 
“mixed audiences”? 
4. Pages with lyrics – What emotions 
come to mind as we read this? What do 
you think Marian was feeling? Have you 
ever felt homesick before? 
5. Page with audience- What is meant by 
“Marian Fever”? 

 What was meant by 
the sentence: “But 
opera was simply the 
sun and the moon – a 
dream that seemed 
too far away to 
reach”. 

Homework:  Talk to 
your family about a 
dream that you have 
for your life and 
what it will take to 
achieve that dream. 
 
Explicit teaching in 
small groups of 
phonics, vocabulary, 
grammar. 



      
W 
E 
D 
N 
E 
S 
D 
A 
Y 

3rd read aloud of 
When Marian 
Sang.   Today’s 
read aloud will 
focus beginning on 
the page with the 
flag until the end.  

 
Review the two vocabulary lists, 
but focus upon the text-related 
list and the words that describe 
how the character met 
challenges and overcame them. 
 

1. Flag page – there is a change of plot 
that occurs on this page. What is it? 
2. Who was Eleanor Roosevelt? What do 
we know about her character that caused 
her to make the decision she makes? 
3. Page with face – Who was Marian a 
symbol for and who were “her people”? 
4. Why did the crowds become silent 
during her last song? Why was that song 
so powerful? 
5. Page with dark stage – It says that 
her dream came true. How did her dream 
begin? (teacher – show students a quick 
picture walk of the early pages of the 
book thru Madame Butterfly) 
 

What kind of graphic 
organizer could you 
use to describe the 
common 
characteristics of 
Famous Americans we 
have studied?   Use 
the graphic organizer 
you have chosen to 
describe what it takes 
to a famous American 
who overcomes 
hardship to achieve a 
dream. 

 

      
T 
H 
U 
R 
S 
D 
A 
Y 

Read the poem, 
“Dreams” by 
Langston Hughes. 
 
(print out given 
with plans) 
 
 

Vocabulary for poem: 
Barren 
Hold fast 

 

1.What would it be like to let a dream go 
and not pursue it?  How would it make 
you feel? 
2.How does this poem, written by a 
Famous Black poet, apply to the life of 
Marian Anderson?  (she had a dream she 
pursued) 
3.What other famous Black American has 
the word “dream” associated with his 
story? (Martin Luther King, Jr.) 
  

 

What was the main 
idea of the poem, 
“Dreams” by Langston 
Hughes? 

Peer edit writing 
journal entries 
brought to small 
group table. 
 
Also practice reading 
fluently by having 
each child read 
aloud their journal 
entry. 

      
F 
R 
I 
D 
A 
Y 

Using all the 
texts we have 
used throughout 
our Famous 
Americans unit, 
review the 
challenges and 
goals set by each 
character. 
 

Review one more time the 
vocabulary terms for this unit 

  
What were the characteristics that all of 
our famous Americans needed in order to 
achieve their dreams? 

What is your dream 
and what will it take 
to make that dream 
come true? Use words 
that we have learned 
during our Famous 
Americans study. 
 
 

 

 
  


